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Message from the Principal

there is never a day that goes by when i don’t think about 
how wonderful our College really is. A place of learning, where 
amazing teachers weave their magic, inspiring children to learn, 
create and excel. education will always be your child’s key to 
achieving a positive future. Let’s make sure we invest in your 
children’s and our student’s future together in a partnership 
that will lead to their ongoing success. 

As Semester 1 of 2016 draws to a close we are able to 
reflect on all that has taken place so far this year, as well as 
the continued achievements of Ashdale Secondary College’s 
students and staff.

our students have been fortunate to participate in many varied 
activities, from the Year 12 Ball at Joondalup Country Club in 
March, to the whole school Athletics Carnival late in term 1, as 
well as the Year 11 Dinner Dance at AQWA in June. Students 
have taken part in the nAPLAn and the oLnA, and our Senior 
School students have completed Semester 1 exams, Work 
Placement and their first externally Set tasks. the Ashdale 
SteM institute was launched and in June we successfully held 
our inaugural SteM girls Day Camp with attendees from the 
Cluster primary schools. numerous excursions and incursions 
have taken place across the College, both curriculum based 
and centring on the well-being of our students.

During term 2 i was asked to assist at north Metropolitan 
regional office and i was fortunate to have the support of the 
College’s Senior Leadership team, allowing me to undertake 
the role of Assistant regional executive Director, Deborah 
Doyle filled the position of Principal admirably in my absence 
and is to be commended on the way she maintained the 
smooth operations of the College. Jamie Long and Stephen 
Pountney were both appointed as Deputy Principals and, 
together with Sharon Lyon, supported Deborah during this 
time. i would like to express my thanks to this team for their 
work and acknowledge their efforts. 

Ashdale Secondary College continues to encourage 
involvement with the local community, and this was never 
more evident than during our annual AnZAC Service in April, 
which was attended by our students and staff, as well as 
Cluster primary students, parents and local dignitaries. the 
Parent BBQ in February and our successful College tours 
continue to highlight the positive role the College has within the 
community. Similarly, we wish to acknowledge what members 
of the community do for us. Professor Lynne Cohen, from 
edith Cowan university and a member of the Ashdale College 
Board, was recently honoured with becoming a Member of the 
order of Australia (AM) in the general Division for ‘significant 
service to tertiary education, particularly in the field of 
psychology, as an academic, researcher and administrator, and 
to the community.’ i would like to congratulate Lynne on her 
achievement and thank her for her commitment to education.

At the end of term 1 Ashdale Secondary College was involved 
in its second independent Public School external review with 
the Department of education Services. the purpose of the 
review is to verify that the College has worked toward and 
achieved the targets in its Business Plan. Following two days 
of consultation with staff, students and community members, 
the reviewers compiled a report that commended the 
College, commenting that it is “a vibrant learning community 
characterised by strong leadership, enthusiastic and dedicated 
staff, a strong Board and appreciative students.” the full report 
is available to read on our College website. i would personally 
like to thank all the staff, students, parents, Board and 
community members who were involved in the review. Your 
contributions were really appreciated and helped us to provide 
a comprehensive snap shot of our learning environment.

i would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday.

Carol Strauss
Principal
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on thursday 24 March the Joondalup Country Club hosted 
the 2016 Ashdale Secondary College Year 12 Ball. the 
evening was an absolute success, with staff and students 
alike enjoying a night of glamour, dining and dancing.

it was fantastic to see our Year 12 cohort, whom many of 
the staff can remember as tiny little kids, in formal attire and 
acting in such a mature and delightful fashion.

every time that our students are out in the wider community 
is an opportunity to showcase what we are all about as a 

College, and act out our values of respect, cooperation and 
independence. Down to a student, these attributes were 
exhibited throughout the evening.

our young adults did the Ashdale community proud, and on 
this note they should be proud of themselves. Well done!

Leigh Wade & Daniel Hoath
Year 12 Coordinators

Year 12 winter wonderland Ball
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the Year 11 cohort held a Dinner Dance on thursday 16 June 
at AQWA in hillarys. it was an event to celebrate being in 
Year 11 and finishing their first semester as upper school 
students. A total of 142 students attended and a great time 
was had by all as they enjoyed a wonderful buffet dinner, 
then danced the night away to music played by the DJ. 

the students looked fantastic in semi-formal attire and 
behaved impeccably. Well done, Year 11 students, and thank 
you to the wonderful teachers who supervised on the night. 

Michael Griesser and Laura Bateson 
Year 11 Coordinators

Year 11 dinner dance
As we walked into the foyer we could hear the energetic 
music coming from the theatre as Mr richardson got 
everyone hyped up with his mad DJ skills. every student 
and even most of the teachers danced the night away with 
their groovy moves and dance-off challenges.

People were loving the delicious food and drinks set up by 
the Cert iii hospitality students, especially when all the food 
decreased to only 50c!

the photo booth was an extremely enjoyable way to take 
photos with friends to help remember the fantastic times 
they had on the night.

By 8.00pm most students were hypo from the sugar and 
were no longer feeling too awkward to dance and the dance 
floor was flooded with people.

teachers surprised the students by getting in and dancing 
just as well as the students.

there was even an area for our valuables to be kept, which 
us students greatly appreciated.

All students loved the Black and White theme and many 
were very creative with their outfits.

thank you very much Miss Beccarelli, Mrs harris and your 
team of teachers and students who made the night amazing 
for us! Alexis, Student – Year 7

Kate Gilmore
Program Coordinator - Year 9 & 10

lower school disco
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in commemoration of 101 years since the landing at Anzac 
cove in gallipoli the community of Ashdale Secondary College 
came together on Wednesday 6 April to acknowledge the 
sacrifices made for our country. the solemn service was 
attended by dignitaries Luke Simpkins MP, Margaret Quirk 
MLA, Mayor tracey roberts, members of the College Board 
and P&C, as well as representatives from the Department of 
education Services.

the Anzac Address was delivered by Brigadier Phil White 
AM rFD, who spoke poignantly about the impact of war 
on families and those left behind. the wreath laying was 
accompanied by the Ashdale SC vocal ensemble’s stirring 
rendition of Finlandia. At the conclusion of the service, 
students, staff and dignitaries enjoyed an Anzac biscuit, 
specially baked by our home economics staff and students.

Anzac Assembly
on Saturday 18th June we held our inaugural SteM girls 
Day Camp. 

the Camp is part of Ashdale Secondary College’s initiative to 
increase opportunities for all of our Cluster students to be a  
part of a diverse and changing workforce in the future.

the day was a huge success, attended by 67 Year 4-6 girls 
from our three Cluster primary schools. the girls were 
supported by 12 female Science, technology, engineering 
and Mathematics (SteM) mentors, who guided them 
through a variety of SteM activities and an environmental 
project based around urban heat islands and the lack of an 
urban canopy in Landsdale, Madeley and Darch. 

the girls conducted a range of science experiments and then 
showed amazing enquiry skills, coming up with innovative 
solutions to the challenge that was posed. 

the end of the day saw many smiling girls talking excitedly 
and sharing what they had learned with their parents. We 
have had some amazing feedback from parents since then 
and the feedback from our mentors was also wonderful - 
they were all incredibly impressed with the creativity and 
knowledge that the girls demonstrated. 

Supporting on the day was a wonderful team of student 
leaders and staff from both our College and the Cluster 
primary schools. thank you to the following staff for giving 
up their time on a Saturday:

Carol Strauss
Sharon Lyon
Judith James (Madeley PS)
Alessandra Morrone (Ashdale PS)
Leisa Aitken
geoff White
Mark Pearce
Matt titmanis
Shaloni naik
Alex Myer
Laura Bateson
Mia Lennox
Fincy Patrick
niall Mulligan
gary reid

Watch this space for our next exciting SteM initiative!

Debbie Yates
STEM Coordinator - Primary

steM Girls day Camp

harmony Day is held every year on 21 March to coincide 
with the united nations international Day for the elimination 
of racial Discrimination. the message of harmony Day is 
everyone belongs. it’s a day to celebrate Australia’s diversity 
– a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia 
home. Celebrating diversity and multiculturalism in a positive 
light is integral to the education of all our students and we 
hosted a range of celebrations across the College. 

our hospitality students cooked an amazing six course lunch 
with cuisines from different cultures from around the world. 
During lunch and recess there was a variety or performances 
for students to enjoy, including djembe African drums, the 
didgeridoo, Bollywood dances and Brazilian salsa. in select 
classes we also discussed multicultural Australia and shared 
stories from our diverse cultural backgrounds. 

the students had a great time on harmony Day and were 
proud to share their heritage and celebrate our unique 
differences.

Pania WiRepa
Teacher – Humanities and Social Sciences

harmony day
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So, what have we been doing in the M 
part of STEM?
Quite a lot, actually.

Although we make sure that we master everything that all 
other Year 7 students study, we go a little bit further. exactly 
what we do is usually determined through extending our 
understanding by asking questions with “what if”, such as 
“what if we continue” and “what happens if we use different 
types of numbers” and “is there a pattern that we can find to 
make a generalisation” (no “what if” in that one). Sometimes 
we get carried away and go off on a tangent with applications 
of the maths to engineering and science…

topics that we have explored so far include discovering 
index laws with numbers and extending patterns seen 
by using generalisation with some introductory algebra. 
While mainstream Year 7 students were studying directed 
numbers we looked at the four operations and extended 
this to discovering the meaning negative integer and real 
indices, touching on imaginary numbers, the complex plane 
and getting a whiff of complex numbers and the Mandelbrot 
set. Although we have not formally entered the world of 
algebra, Mr Knight has used symbols to represent numbers 
to generalise index laws, directed number arithmetic 
and number patterns. his cat pictures are developing in 
sophistication.

in our studies of measurement we have looked beyond kilo 
and milli, venturing into deep space and atomic dimensions, 
investigating relationships between linear scale factors and 
area scale factors, generalising our findings with a sprinkling 
of algebra.

our SteM students have been supplied with the latest 
CAS (computer algebra system) calculator from Casio with 
which we have been exploring geometry through student-
guided experimentation and sharing. this has resulted in 
the discovery and use of angles to draw regular inscribed 
polygons. We aim to further explore graphing abilities of the 
calculator in the coming weeks and students enjoyed a fast-
paced challenging session from Casio expert Charlie Watson, 
who usually mentors senior and AtAr students. Charlie was 
very impressed with the capacity of our SteM group.

in addition to the mathematical content we have experienced, 
SteM students have been challenging themselves with 
problem-solving using CAt (computational and algorithmic 
thinking) skills, applying logic and pattern in a mathematical 
context. 

Geoff White
Head of Learning Area – ICT 
Teacher - Mathematics

steM in Mathematics

it’s been a busy term for the Year 7 SteM institute! 

Students have been up-skilling themselves in soldering, 
coding and wiring Arduino circuit boards, 3D printing and 
learning about motors and hydrodynamics. they had the 
opportunity to choose from three projects: building and 
soldering together an LeD cube, an Arduino-powered 
weather station and mini rov submersible. As they’ve 
been applying their skills from term 1, students have 
updated their online diaries and recorded videos to 
document their progress. 

We are so proud of what our students have achieved and 
look forward to doing more project-based learning next 
term.

Alexandra Myer
STEM Coordinator - Secondary

Ashdale steM Institute

the Design and technology Learning Area has invested 
in advanced technologies that meet the new curriculum 
requirements and also develops skills and knowledge in 
SteM (Science, technology, engineering and Mathematics).

one aspect of the new technology that is being used with 
the Year 7 and 8 students is an Arduino computer and 
electronic circuit board. the Arduino is physical computing. 
this circuit board is capable of taking the world of electronics 
and relating it to the physical world in a real and tangible way. 
it is capable of taking inputs, such as reading a light sensor 
and interpreting information to control various outputs like 
LeD lights or an electric motor.

the next step the for the students will be developing their 
hand skills at a series of soldering tasks and developing 
simple powered circuits in preparation for their main design 
task, which is a solar powered vehicle that is designed and 
manufactured with students working in collaboration. these 
skills and knowledge are for the jobs of the future.

Mark Pearce
Head of Learning – Design & Technology

steM in design & technology
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ICT Use in HaSS
Year 7 students were put through their paces during a recent 
geography lesson when tasked with conducting a Kahoot 
Challenge! Students have been studying about the water 
cycle as part of their geography course, and as a fun way of 
revising and consolidating key understanding Miss gray put 
the students through their paces using the online quiz tool. 
Students have found a range of apps and websites used in 
hASS to be engaging and beneficial to their learning.

‘i love the way with Kahoot we can enjoy getting things right 
but also get to learn from things we get wrong in a safe way.’ 
(Mia)

‘i find that Quizlet has really helped me to test myself in 
school and at home too.’ (Caitlyn)

R U Legal?
Year 8 students are currently exploring the role of the 
government in creating laws. in order to make this learning 
experience relevant to our students, the hASS Learning Area 
organized guest speakers from Legal Aid to visit our students 
and talk to them about the role of the law in protecting them 
in their day to day lives. topics included cyber bullying and 
sexting, and the value of the presentation was highlighted 
by the range of questions that the students asked the guest 
speakers.

if students have any questions regarding issues such as 
cyber bullying and sexting, they can seek the assistance 
of our wonderful Student Services team here at Ashdale 
Secondary College. 

hAss in Action!

society and environment evolving into 
humanities and social sciences by 2017
As the new Western Australian Curriculum sees Society and environment 
evolving into humanities and Social Sciences by 2017, the humanities team at 
ASC decided to be proactive and make the required changes ahead of schedule, 
especially as a number of the staff members had taken leading roles with the 
School Curriculum and Standards Authority to implement trial courses and 
assessments tasks for the new curriculum. humanities and Social Sciences 
(hASS) provides learning experiences in the distinctive subjects of history, 
geography, Civics and Citizenship and economics.

in order to promote and inform about the change, the humanities and Social 
Sciences Learning Area presented a challenge to the students - to create a new 
logo for the newly named staff team.

the short-listed entries were of a very high standard and the winning entry, as 
voted by the Learning Area staff, was created by Daniel of Year 9. Well done on 
your winning entry, Daniel, and thank you to all who participated.

the humanities and Social Science team has been excited to implement these 
curriculum changes and looks forward to working with our students in order for 
them to achieve across these engaging subjects.

  

Law and Order in the Mock Trials
on Wednesday 18 May, up and coming lawyers from 
Ashdale Secondary College travelled to the Supreme Court 
of Western Australia to battle against other schools in 
the second round of the WA Mock trial Competition. the 
students easily won their cases against Safety Bay ShS and 
John XXiii College, demonstrating a strong understanding 
of criminal law. Barrister-in-training Lachlan’s regular calls of 
‘objection!’ and varisha’s unwavering testimony in her role as 
witness were just a few of the highlights.

With the final round of the Competition being held in Week 
10, Ashdale students have one more opportunity to show off 
their superior courtroom abilities. A big thank you to Jessica 
Berry, Mr Pountney, Ms gray and Ms Wright for all of their 
time and effort in preparing the students in the lead up.

Chris Doohan
Head of Learning Area - HaSS

Year 11 Politics and Law
on the evening of tuesday 10 May, Year 11 students visited 
St Mary’s Anglican girls’ School to hear a presentation from 
Mr John Button, a leading advocate for justice in the criminal 
justice system due to his wrongful imprisonment for the 
manslaughter of rosemary Anderson in the 1960s.

the students had heard about John Button’s story in their 
Year 10 Civics and Citizenship classes so were excited to 
meet the man and hear his story first hand.

the talk has become an annual event at SMAgS and 
is organised through the Political and Legal educators 
Association of Western Australia to enable students to 
develop their understanding of miscarriages of justice.

Jemma Gray Stephen Pountney
Teacher – HaSS Deputy Principal

We have great pleasure in announcing a new partnership 
between the Ashdale Cluster and the not-for-profit organisation 
Manna.  Manna has been operating for twenty years and was 
born out of the generosity and perseverance of couple Bev and 
John Lowe. one cold May evening in 1996, the couple noticed 
a group of homeless people and felt the strong desire to offer 
them some warm, home cooked food. initially their offerings 
were a few bowls of soup but twenty years down the track 
Manna now serves more than 90,000 meals a year to Perth’s 
homeless and disadvantaged.

teams of volunteers work out of a victoria Park kitchen, 
preparing a three-course meal. With a focus on providing 
fresh, tasty and healthy meals, Manna consistently offers the 
“streeties” meals such as soups, salads, curries and stews.  
these nutritious meals are delivered daily to northbridge’s 
Weld Square at 1.30pm six days a week. With the help of over 
200 volunteers, Manna cooks more than 200 meals a day and 
runs a school breakfast program and winter uniform drive.  

As part of our commitment to supporting this amazing 
organisation, Ashdale Secondary College, led by the Student 
Leadership group, held our first fundraising event in the form 
of a Winter Warmer Drive. We called for donations including 
sleeping bags, blankets, adult jackets, coats, beanies, scarves 

and gloves. At publication we had already received well over 
200 items from generous members of our school community. 

Moving forward, it is our intention to participate in a variety of 
fundraising initiatives that will contribute to Manna’s ongoing 
commitment to supporting the homeless and disadvantaged 
here in Perth.  We thank you in advance for helping us with this 
vision. if anyone wishes to find out more about Manna please 
refer to manna.org.au or Like them on Facebook.

MAnnA and the Ashdale Cluster

Ashdale Secondary College  //  AChieving A PoSitive Future
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Innovation Festival at Scitech
in March, Year 7 SteM and Specialist technology and 
Science students were invited to attend the rio tinto 
innovation Festival at Scitech with Miss Myer and Mr White. 
the annual Festival brings together science, technology, 
engineering and maths through challenging activities and 
inspiring speakers. one of the many engaging speakers 
was Dr. Jenny Brockis, who is a ‘Brain Fitness Doctor’. She 
explained the need to care for our brains in concrete ways 
such as switching off technology two hours before bed 
and getting at least nine hours of sleep a night, as well as 
regular exercise. in his presentation on the vortex Flame, 
Dr her Man tsai gave an entertaining and engaging insight 
into the design process which went into the production of 
the vortex flame used in the Youth olympic games in 2010. 
rynhadt visagie was employed as his technical assistant in 
producing a 2 metre tall flame which fortunately did not set 
off the sprinkler system. Another amazing experience was 
the Planetarium show which featured an overview of the 
West Australian ‘Fireballs in the

Sky’ project which is a network of digital cameras in the 
outback desert of Australia used to find meteorites and use 
complex maths to find where they came from in our solar 
system. our students were engaged in the conference style 
Festival for the whole day, asking meaningful questions and 
being challenged for the projects ahead of them this year.

Alex Myer & Geoff White
Information & Communication Technology (ICT)

The Creative Lab
With the launch of the SteM institute, Year 7 SteM students, 
Mr titmanis, Mr White, Miss Myer and Ashdale interns (Mr 
Knight, Mr Brouwers, Ms Johnson, Ms Dodd, Mr Al Kaby and 
Mr Battersby) have been engaging with knowledge and skill 
workshops in the Creative Lab located in the Learning hub. 
Some of these workshops have included ‘the Marshmallow 
Challenge’, which focused on developing communication and 
collaboration skills to build the tallest free standing structure 
out of spaghetti that can support a marshmallow on top. Ms 
Dodd’s group won the challenge with a 53cm high structure! 
Another workshop involved students identifying properties 
of objects to build a prototype using everyday objects. 
Students then engaged with emerging technologies such 
as the google Cardboard with Smartphone apps and guest 
speaker, Alex tate, brought in an oculus rift for students 
to explore various virtual worlds. All workshops have a 
focus on collaborative work. in a Mathematics workshop 
students were asked to work in groups to use their creativity 
in illustrating and making generalisations about number 
sequences. each group then examined others’ results and 
were able to edit their responses. the SteM students were 
also involved in an Arduino workshop run by Mr Pearce and 
the D&t Department and later participated in a demonstration 
of the laser cutter in action by Mr Austin.

By participating in these sampler workshops, SteM 
students and teachers will gain an understanding of the 
extensive resources and facilities available to them to then 
engage in project based learning. We hope to soon extend 
the resources of the Creative Lab and workshops to the rest 
of the College and involve all who are interested in the maker 
movement to get involved, so watch this space!

Alex Myer
STEM Coordinator & Teacher – ICT

what’s Been happening in ICt?
the ASC Academies provide students not only with 
opportunities to excel in their chosen sport, but also to take 
part in some exciting events with their team mates. the 
first of these events is the ASC Year 7 Academies Beach 
games! the Beach games are a fun day of team building and 
leadership activities designed to celebrate the beginning of 
their 4 year journey through the Academies. events to come 
in future years include: specialist coaching, attendance at 
glory and Fever games and interstate tours to compete in 
holiday competitions.

Physical Education Learning Area

Year 7 netball & soccer Academy Beach Games

the annual athletics carnival on Friday 1 April was a celebration 
of enjoyable physical activity and athletic prowess. Students 
had the opportunity to engage in a variety of fun games, 
as well as compete in athletic disciplines. Both staff and 
students experienced the health benefits of exercise and a 
whole school athletics carnival.

the carnival had a range of entertaining activities for students 
as well as individual events which allowed our athletes to strut 
their stuff. A fabulous time was had by all and there were some 
outstanding achievements throughout the course of the day. 

galileo took out the honour of winning house on the day!

Jamie Long
Head of Learning Area - Health & Physical Education

sports Carnival spectacular!
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Year 12 Psychology Excursion
the Year 12 AtAr Psychology students recently visited Perth 
Zoo to obtain first-hand experience in the practical application 
of theory they were covering in class. the students attended 
a presentation called, “Monkey See, Monkey Do”, on 
how the zoo uses different psychology learning theories 
such as conditioning to train the animals for health testing, 
translocation and enrichment tasks such as painting. the 
students were then able to explore round the zoo to observe 
these behaviours. this included watching trisha the elephant 
being trained with a target stick, food rewards and a whistle, 
and painting one of her famous pieces of art. the students 
had an excellent time and their behaviour at the Zoo was 
exemplary.

Michael Griesser
Teacher – Science

Year 7 Science
2016 saw the start of our second cohort of Year 7 students 
begin their high school Science journey in the new Ashdale 
SC labs. this term, our wonderful Year 7s have engaged 
in the Physical Sciences strand of the Western Australian 
Curriculum. this has resulted in them learning to measure 
force, mass and weight. they compared the amount of 
friction different floor surfaces produce, they have researched 
their weight on other planets, and observed and illustrated 
balanced and unbalanced forces in a number of situations 
(including car crashes!). Students have also participated in 
an engineering challenge where they designed and tested a 
theme park ride .... for eggs! to conclude the term, students 
are investigating the effects of various simple machines and 
understanding their relevance in the real world. Well done, 
Year 7s, and keep up the impressive work!

Hannah Beccarelli
Teacher – Science

Meeting a Nobel Laureate
Due to the strong partnership Ashdale SC has with edith 
Cowan university, one of our students was presented with 
the opportunity of join a wide range of representatives from 
various technology and science fields at a lunch where 
nobel Laureate, Dan Shechtman, would present. our head 
Boy and top Science student, harshil Patel, was selected 
and he heard how Professor Shechtman has helped to build 
innovation in israel through the teaching of technological 
entrepreneurship and how knowing these skills opens a 
wide range of options for our future graduates.

Matt Titmanis
Head of Learning Area – Science

sensational science in semester one

Year 12 Earth and Environmental 
Science
on 1 March the Year 12 earth and environmental Science 
students went on an excursion to Bells rapids to investigate 
the geology of the area. the focus for the excursion was 
to use field-surveying techniques to examine metamorphic 
rocks and identify likely locations for economic resource 
deposits. the earth and environmental Science field trip 
supplement the students’ theoretical understanding and 
allows them to have a hands-on approach to their studies. 
it is a key component to the curriculum. the students were 
lucky enough to have Joanne Watkins, from earth Science 
Western Australia, attend the excursion to help develop 
their field techniques. they were also able to handle highly 
specialised equipment provided by the exploration company, 
Portable XrF Services. the students had a wonderful time 
and learned a suite of new skills.

Mia Lennox
Teacher - Science

Year 11 Earth and Environmental Science
on Monday the 4 April the Year 11 earth and environmental 

Science students participated in a field-work excursion at 

Waterman’s Bay and Cottesloe Beach. Students were able 

to observe real life geological events and interpret rock 

sequences to gain an understanding of past environments. 

guest geologist Joanne Watkins from earth Science Western 

Australia facilitated the field-work and shared her expertise 

with students who thoroughly enjoyed the day.

Mia Lennox
Teacher – Science 

Healthy Eating in Year 11 Human Biology
the students in Year 11 general human Biology have been 

learning about the digestive system and healthy eating. As 

part of this process they have been completing a food diary 

and reflecting on their personal nutrient intake. in order to 

help provide the students with a practical experience, they 

spent one lesson in the Food rooms learning to make an 

easy, healthy meal - a tex-Mex Salad!

All of the students agreed that it was a delicious and filling 

meal that they would feel comfortable making at home. one 

of our students even took the recipe home and made it for 

her family, who loved it! overall, it was a fantastic way to 

help students see the relevance and importance of Science 

in their daily lives.

Hannah Beccarelli
Teacher – Science
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it was great to see some regulars return from last year, 
and lots of new faces have joined us, too. Mrs Lynne has 
been in helping the students and Mr Wilkie even brought his 
didgeridoo in for a play. All students are welcome to come 
down from 3.15pm - 4.15pm each Monday afternoon. it 
looks like we may have formed a Year 7/8 rock band so watch 
this space!

Marisa Hobbs
Teacher - Music

Music Monday’s

on Monday 14 March 2016, visual Arts students from the 
AtAr and general Courses were able to experience Year 12 
Perspectives exhibition at AgWA. this is one of the most 
important exhibitions for Year 12 Art students in the state, 
which showcases some of the most talented and brightest 
artists graduating in the last year.

this excursion offered our students an insight into what 
teenagers were expressing from a variety of schools. ASC 
students were required to note the variety of media that were 
being used and the themes that were being explored. this will 
assist them in the future development of their own art pieces.

the AtAr students in Years 11 & 12 also participated in an 
art analysis guided session run by the gallery’s education 
officer. this personalised session was to develop the 
students’ understanding of responding to artworks using 
different analysis frameworks. Analysing and responding to 
art pieces is an integral component of the written sections 
and exams in AtAr visual Arts. the general students 
completed self-guided worksheets on a variety of artworks 
in the gallery from different genres.

‘it was a worthwhile experience to be able to attend the 
Art gallery of Western Australia excursion. the guided tour 
gave me a new perspective on how to view and analyse art 
in various forms and mediums allowing me to apply these 
techniques in both in-class activities and future assessments. 
one artwork can have various interpretations based on the 
context of the creation of the artwork, the artist and society‘s 
values and attitudes towards an issue or subject. the Year 
12 Perspectives gave me insight to the level of skill and 
dedication of each of the students’ work that was selected. it 
has inspired me to one day to have one of my own artworks 
selected and displayed in this gallery as part of the Year 12 
Perspectives. overall, the excursion was inspirational and 
useful to my future studies in art.’ ivy, Year 11 AtAr

Mo Iqbal  Katherine Russo
Teacher in Charge – The Arts Teacher - Visual Arts

Year 12 Perspectives

Students from visual Arts upper school classes (Certificate 
ii, AtAr and general Course) attended the annual Sculpture 
by the Sea at Cottesloe. this event is the largest free to 
public sculpture exhibitions in the world. the excursion 
allowed students to experience a variety of art pieces 
produced by contemporary artists from around the world. 
they were able gain understanding of the way an artist can 
manipulate different materials to express to subject matters 
in an unusual way.

throughout the day, the students completed art analysis of 
some of their favourite pieces and various sketches. this 
research will assist them in the development of their own art 
pieces in future projects.

‘one art piece that really stood out to me was “Birds of 
Paradise” by tom De Munk, as it brought attention of global 
issues that we are often so blind to. his sculpture was a 
portrayal of birds feeding on a pile of rubbish tangled in a net 
- seeing this was very upsetting as it is a representation of 
reality. through his sculpture, De Munk raises awareness of 
the severity of pollution and its harmful effects on our wildlife 
- making people think twice before littering.’ Jumana, Year 
11 AtAr Art

‘Sculpture by the Sea was a great experience as it allowed 
us to view a range of sculptures and how various media can 
be used and manipulated to produce breath-taking designs. 
viewing these sculptures gives us an insight on how simple 
concepts can be developed effectively to create discourse. 
As students, this excursion was beneficial, as it gave us 
inspiration for future projects.’ eden, Year 11 Certificate ii 
and general

‘Sculpture by the Sea was an eye opening experience into 
conceptual ideas that were innovatively constructed. We 
were able to see perspectives from all over the world on 
Cottesloe beach.’ Shannon, Year 12 AtAr Art

Mo Iqbal Katherine Russo
Teacher in Charge – The Arts Teacher - Visual Arts

sculptures by the sea
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on thursdays during period 5, all the Year 7 students have 
been involved in the Peer Support Program. Year 7 students 
work in groups of 10 with two Peer Leaders. Peer Leaders 
facilitate a series of activities with the Year 7 students, 
covering a range of skills and concepts. 

the Peer Support Program is a peer led, skills based, 
experiential learning program. it encourages peer connections 
throughout the school and assists students in developing 
practical skills to enhance social and emotional wellbeing. 

Moving into secondary school presents a significant 
change for students as they adjust to a new environment. 
the program provides Year 7s with opportunities to get to 
know one another and their Peer Leaders. the activities 
are designed to assist students in becoming familiar and 
confident with their school, teachers and older students. 
Students also learn how to manage school life and organise 
themselves. 

You can support your child by asking what they have learnt 
in Peer Support and encouraging ongoing communication 
between your child, home and school. 

Kate Gilmore
Program Coordinator - Year 9 & 10

Peer support Program

the Ashdale SC Student Services team has this year 
appointed Mentor Captains for Years 7-10. the main 
objectives of the appointments are to encourage student 
leadership within the College community and to provide 
them with the opportunity to represent their peers. each 
Mentor class now has two Mentor Captains who have been 
selected for their positive behaviour, attendance, punctuality, 
correct uniform and willingness to contribute. 

these students will support Mentor teachers in reading daily 
notices and helping out with other tasks. they will also meet 
with Student Services staff at least twice a term to raise 
and discuss important student issues such as excursions, 
incursions, assemblies and fundraisers. We have already 
held our first meeting on thursday 28 April, where Mentor 
Captains attended a special breakfast and discussed this 
term’s goals. 

Look out for our new Ashdale Mentor Captains around the 
College sporting their special badges. Well done!

Kate Gilmore
Program Coordinator - Year 9 & 10

Mentor Captains

April was World Autism Awareness Month and at Ashdale 
Secondary College we celebrated with education for staff 
and students as well as a fun fundraising day with balloons, 
bubbles, music and cupcakes. in keeping with the world 
wide “go Blue for Autism”, the AeP staff dressed in blue 
on the last day of school to spread the Autism message and 
promote the day. ASC has donated the $258 raised at their 
recess cake stall to the Autism Association of WA where it 
will be used to help finance programs to support the 1 in 64 
people diagnosed with ASD.

our focus for this year’s Autism Day was on education to 
raise understanding about Autism and how it impacts the 
students enrolled in the Autism education Program. Staff 
spoke to the Year 7, 8 and 9 group assemblies and interesting 
facts about ASD were placed around the campus. this 
year we also made sure the staff was able to access ASD 
information over their morning break time.

We would not have had such a successful day without help 
and wish to acknowledge glen Morten from Darch igA, 
who provided the cupcake ingredients, as well as Donna 
Brigden, Yvette Long and her Certificate class who made the 
cupcakes. our thanks also go to Marisa hobbs and her music 
students for putting on a lunchtime concert on the day.

Catherine Adams
Learning Enrichment Centre

Autism Awareness

in true Ashdale Secondary College fashion, the calendar 
for the Student Leaders has been jammed packed with a 
variety of occasions requiring their skills as ambassadors 
to the school. Such events have included assisting at the 
Community BBQ, sitting on the panel for the observation 
Classroom professional development days and greeting 
sixteen Primary Principals from Queensland, as well as 
managing the Winter Warmer Drive, in support of Manna to 
help the homeless people of Perth.

Semester one was a very busy time for our Student Leaders 
as they were also an integral part of the annual Anzac Day 
Commemoration and Ashdale Secondary College’s and 
Ashdale Cluster iPS external review, both of which occurred 
during the last week of term one.

elections were held for this year’s Junior School Councillors 
and we have enjoyed working with the elected Year 7, 8 and 
9 students this term.

Nikki Pullella
Student Leadership Coordinator

student leadership
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Attendance: Specific Problems Need 
Individual Solutions
the Student Services team at Ashdale Secondary College 
wants to work closely with parents and carers to improve 
students’ average attendance percentage. this support includes 
delivering an attendance monitoring and intervention system, in 
collaboration with the Year Coordinators and your child.

When absences are the result of lengthy illnesses, 
hospitalization or a diagnosed medical condition, the College 
will implement a comprehensive individual Attendance 
Monitoring Package. this mechanism provides strategies to 
support your child’s education during periods of absence.

however, an individual Attendance Monitoring Package will 
not be supplied when parents/guardians intend to take their 
children on holidays during school term, unless the Principal 
has approved the holiday. in accordance with the School 
education Act 1999, parents/guardians require the Principal’s 
consent to take a student out of school for the purpose of 
holidays. the Department of education has established 
that students need to be at school for 90% of each term to 
maximize their potential.

As a College we recommend you do not take holidays during 
the school year as they are not conducive to educational 
success. if you are planning a holiday during term time, can you 
please make an appointment with the College on 9302 7100.

Interesting Attendance Facts:
Major research into the relationship between student 
attendance and educational outcomes, undertaken by the 
telethon institute for Child health research (tiChr) with 
WA public school data from 2008-2012, was released in May 
2013. the report is called Student Attendance and educational 
outcomes: every Day Counts. one of the major findings 
of the research is that there is a direct, linear relationship 
between student attendance and student outcomes. that is, 
the more a student misses school, the more their academic 
outcomes decline – every day at school, really does count.

if a student attends 90% of the time they are regarded as 
attending regularly. however, a student attending 90% of the 
time will miss:

•	 1 day a fortnight
•	 1 week a term
•	 4 weeks a year
•	 1 year by the end of Year 9
•	 1 semester between Year 8 & Year 12

if a student attends 80% of the time they are in the lowest 
risk category, but they will miss:

•	 1 day a week
•	 2 weeks a term
•	 8 weeks a year
•	 1 year by the end of Year 4
•	 2 years by the end of Year 8
•	 3 years by the end of Year 12
•	 1 year between Year 8 and Year 11

if a student attends 60% of the time they are at moderate 
risk, but will miss:

•	 2 days a week
•	 4 weeks a term
•	 16 weeks each year
•	 1 year by the end of Semester 1, Year 3
•	 2 years by the end of Year 5
•	 3 years by the end of Semester 1, Year 8
•	 4 years by the end of Year 10
•	 5 years by the end of Semester 1, Year 12
•	 2 years between Year 8 and Year 12

Attendance

Updating Medical Information
it is imperative that parents notify the College if there is a change 
in your child’s medical circumstances. By keeping the College 
informed we can then develop a medical plan and implement 
strategies to support your child whilst on campus. informing 
staff of your child’s medical condition and having a streamlined 
response to a medical emergency can sometimes be the 
difference between life and death. if there has been a change can 
parents please contact the Front office on 9302 7100. 

Bike Helmets
A great way for students to exercise daily is to ride their bikes 
to school. A non-negotiable of bike riding is the wearing of 
helmets. Can parents please ensure that students wear a 
helmet whilst riding their bikes to school. Apart from being law 
it is about safety and the fact that a helmet may save lives in case of an accident. the College will be policing the wearing of 
helmets. Students will not be allowed to ride their bikes home if they are not wearing a helmet. Parents will be required to come 
to school with a helmet. to avoid this scenario, ensure that your child abides by the road Safety Act.

Cyber Safety
in this world of social media and transfer of electronic communication, the College is aware that cyberbullying may occur. the 
College is vigilant on any bullying that occurs within the school and will act upon any situations that arise. to access our detailed 
iCt, Computer technology and internet Appropriate use Policy, along with other College policies, please visit our website: 
www.ashdalesc.wa.edu.au/students-and-parents/policies/.

student health & wellbeing

Youth Focus, a leading service provider in youth mental 
health, has developed a mental health program in 
partnership with Black Dog institute that is designed to 
‘Start the conversation’ around mental health in our school 
and community. it is designed to increase the level of 
mental health literacy across the community and is part of 
the ‘understanding Mental health education Program’ to 
increase awareness around common mental health issues 
young people face, focusing on depression and anxiety.

two Youth Focus counsellors will be presenting this program 
to our students during the day and they have kindly offered to 
run an evening information session for parents on Wednesday 
20 July 2016.

We would love as many parents as possible to attend the 
information session. Please note that the evening session is 
only for adults.

understanding Mental health education - 
Presentation for Parents

Ashdale Secondary College  //  AChieving A PoSitive Future
23

 When:   Wednesday 20 July 2016
 Time:   6.00-8.00pm
 Where:   Ashdale SC Galileo Theatre
 Who:   All Parents are invited
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thank you to families that have made early payment or are making regular payment toward students’ contribution and charges. it 

is essential that we collect school voluntary contributions and compulsory charges from all families to ensure all students receive 

an enriched and varied school curriculum. All students are benefiting from the provision of your financial support.

the following methods of payment are offered:

•	 Direct Debit - internet banking: our bank Commonwealth - BSB 066 040 - Account no 19901762

•	 Cash or eFtPoS in person

•	 Cheque or Money order payable to Ashdale Secondary College

•	 Credit card (MasterCard, visa) made in person, by mail or by telephoning 9302 7100

if you are experiencing financial difficulty we can offer suitable payment plans so payment can be made over the year. Please 

contact Jo Pecnik or Jenny Abbott  on 9302 7100 should you require further information on this option.

Josephine Pecnik

Manager Corporate Services

the Connect Portal website is a great way for students and parents/guardians 

to access course information, homework links, valuable curriculum resources 

and important notices from their student’s teachers. Senior School parents/

guardians will also be able to track their students progress through the 

publishing of assessment marks.

For parents/guardians to access the Connect Portal, the Department of education requires a consent form to be filled out and 

returned to the College for registration. once registration is complete, parents/guardians will be issued a login and password to 

access the portal. the form can be returned to the College front office, emailed to ashdale.sc@education.wa.edu.au or faxed to 

9302 7188. Please contact the front office to receive a consent form.

Look us up on Facebook or click on the link on our website 

contact details at www.ashdalesc.wa.edu.au to LiKe us! 

Keep up to date with the latest news and events around the 

College.

Voluntary Contributions & Compulsory Charges 

Connect Parent Portal

like us on Facebook!

t 08 9302 7100 F 08 9302 7188
75 Westport Parade, Darch WA 6065
e ashdale.sc@education.wa.edu.au
W ashdalesc.wa.edu.au

office hours: Monday, tuesday, thursday and Friday 8.00am - 4.00pm
  Wednesday 8.00am - 3.15pm 


