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Message from the Principal
Welcome to the first newsletter of the 2018 school year. It
was fabulous to experience the start of the College year after
recently commencing as Principal of Ashdale SC in Term 4
last year. As always our first few weeks were filled with fun,
exciting experiences and getting to know new students and
staff. At the start of this year we welcomed 276 Year 7’s and
it was wonderful to see how comfortable most of them felt
after going through the extensive transition visits to the College.
These visits occurred not only during Year 6, but for many
students from the cluster, having visited the College frequently
throughout their primary years. In fact, I believe many of them
perhaps already knew their way around the College better than
I did.

Our Year 12 cohort from 2017 certainly did the College proud
and achieved some outstanding results. The WACE
achievement rate was 95.6% which places Ashdale SC as the
12th best public school and is higher than both Like Schools
and State. Students who completed their ATAR resulted in
a median ATAR of 80.65 which was also higher than Like
Schools and State. Special mention needs to be made of Cathy
Vo, Callum Darch, Dior Etherton and Taylor Gorringe who all
received an ATAR of 95+ placing them in the top 5% of the
state. In further good news a total of 24% received an ATAR
of 90+ and 77% of students received an ATAR of 70+ enabling
front door entry offers to university. A number of our students
also received special awards from the School Curriculum and
Standards Authority;

On Monday 12 February it was a pleasure to host the annual
Welcome Community BBQ, this was a chance for all new
families to Ashdale SC to come and meet their child’s teachers,
see some displays of the wonderful educational opportunities
the staff at Ashdale SC provide and also have a tour of the
College facilities. Hopefully this event provided a platform to
start building a positive relationship and opening strong lines of
communication with our families. This important event on the
College Calendar is funded by the College’s P&C who support
the students, families and staff of the College in many ways
including the funding of the College student diaries. Combining
parental support with the support of Ashdale SC staff and our
P&C, we can ensure that all our students achieve a positive
future.

In a year that has seen Ashdale SC grow to in excess of 1600
students it plans to be as busy as ever with multiple educational
opportunities for all students. I encourage you as parents and
our community to become involved. I am constantly amazed
and feel privileged to work in a College with the levels of
dedication and enthusiasm of both staff and students. I look
forward to sharing many of the planned events occurring this
term and throughout the rest of the year with you, through
these newsletters.

Mrs Bottcher
Principal

• Subject Exhibition (top student) Earth and
Environmental Science – Olivia Sullivan

• Subject Certificates of Excellence (students who are
in the top 0.5% of candidates based on examination
or the top two candidates – whichever is greater)
Earth and Environmental Science – Olivia Sullivan,
English – Dior Etherton

• Certificates of Distinction (students who in their last 3
consecutive years of Senior Secondary WACE
enrolment achieves 190-200 points) – Cathy Vo,
Callum Darch and Kate Branston

• Certificates of Merit (students who in last 3
consecutive years of Senior School WACE enrolment
achieves 150-189 points) – Krisha Patel, Olivia
Sullivan, Dior Etherton, Taylor Gorringe, Ella Bennett,
Rahmatullah Mher, Kia Roberts, Elaine Truong,
Yasmine Mnahy, Jayce Graham, Eden Planjar, Ivy
Nguyen, Jack Atkinson, Lihini Wanigasekera, Jainam
Desai, Nish Kerai, Jade Woodhouse, Dylan Hunter,
Vivian Nguyen.
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Welcome New Staff
Our student population has grown to 1609 for the 2018 school
year and we welcomed 276 Year 7 students, along with 14 new
staff to the Ashdale Secondary College community.

Joining our Humanities and Social Sciences team is Tara Hill
and Corey Davies whom was a pre-service teacher at the
College in 2017. We welcome Adonia Delavigne and Jacob
Turner to our Career and Vocational Education Team with Mr
Turner also teaching in The Arts. Victoria Davey and Alexandra
Raston Kane join our English team and Mrs Raston Kane also
works as a key part of our Learning Support team. Michael
Duckworth, Mark Foreman and John Mirco have all joined our
Science team and Stephen Warwick has joined our IT and
Design and Technology teams. We are pleased to welcome
Tony Cardilo to our Home Economics team and his experience
as a qualified chef will be a great asset to the College. Joining
our Senior Leadership Team is Bianca Romagnolo as the Head
of Learning Area Health and Physical Education. In addition,
James Lorimer is the Program Coordinator: Year 7 to 9. We
welcome all our new staff to the College.

Deb Doyle
Deputy Principal

Community Welcome BBQ
We held our annual Community Welcome BBQ on Monday 12
February, with over 200 students and families attending. Our
student leaders cooked up a storm with everyone walking away
happy with their hotdogs. This is a great College community
event to bring students, parents and teachers and staff all
together. Each department showcased their learning area in
an expo style event with teachers engaging with parents and
allowing them to see first hand what amazing curriculum
opportunities are provided at Ashdale SC.

Our Year 12 media team created a short video of the event,
check out the video below.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQOj1vJyGDg

Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) taking
reading to the next level

Year 7 students have hit the ground running with laptop use
at the College, especially so in the English learning area, where
students are using collaboration software to not only read and
review their own text, but also to share their findings and
provide feedback on each other’s work through a digital
platform.

All students in Year 7 participate in the Scholastic Literacy Pro
Reading Program, which provides a baseline assessment of an
individual student’s reading stage and determines a sequenced
plan to progress reading capability to increasingly advanced
levels. The program was introduced to the College three years
ago by Mrs Cindy Burroughs as a means to continue to develop
reading skill and enjoyment at an appropriate level to a
student’s capacity. By utilising the online environment that
BYOD brings to the classroom, students have the opportunity
to not only learn from what they are reading as an individual but
to learn about reading as collective.

Using a combination of Padlet and Google Classroom, students
have created a shared virtual space where every student
provides a review of promotion of the book they have read. In
turn, each student reads the reviews of their classmates and
gives feedback on the reviews – reinforcing the taught attributes
of a quality book review while opening students’ eyes to the
depth and breadth of literature available to them in the program.

And the book reviews are just one example of the multitude of
ways that BYOD is being used in Mrs Burroughs’s classroom,
as she explains.

“Collaborative sites such as Google Classroom are used
extensively in English and indeed across the college, and are
such a fantastic resource for teaching and learning and for
preparing students for the modern world – especially one where
multimodal collaboration and interaction is so important. In the
first few weeks this year students have already being
completing online diary entries, ‘6 word memoirs’ and a variety
of other written tasks that allow students to edit and store their
work in an organised fashion. The fact that students bring their
own devices with them means that we can take their learning to
the next level’

Students in Mrs Burroughs’s class clearly enjoy having their
own devices with them and were able to articulate the benefits
of BYOD:

“The way Mrs Burroughs has set up Padlet is so great for
sharing and for seeing other good examples of book reviews
that my classmates have created – it makes me want to read
so many other books” Grace

“It’s so easy to be organised when using my laptop” Jakson
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“I really like typing instead of writing…I can be creative and edit
my work easily” Dhrishti

If you would like any further information about BYOD at the
college, please visit the link below, call 9302 7100 or email
ashdale.sc@education.wa.edu.au

https://www.ashdalesc.wa.edu.au/students-parents/bring-you
r-own-device-byod-program/

Mr Stephen Pountney
Deputy Principal

NAPLAN Online
In May of every year, students in Years 3, 5,
7 and 9 take part in the National Assessment
Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN). NAPLAN was first introduced in
2008 and has become a routine part of the
school calendar in Australia.

This year, NAPLAN testing will be conducted
online. This means that NAPLAN testing will move from the
current paper-based tests to computer-based assessments.
Ashdale Secondary College has made preparations for this
change since its original announcement in 2015 and operational
planning has already been conducted to implement the testing
in the online format in 2018.

The college will continue to communicate key information about
the testing throughout the year, especially to parents and
students in the Year 7 and Year 9 cohorts, whom the testing will
affect this year. At this stage, parents are encouraged to read
information on the NAPLAN website.

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/FAQs

Demonstrations of what the tests will look like for students can
be accessed at the link below.

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstra
tion-site

If you have any queries about NAPLAN Online please contact
the college 9302 7100 or email
ashdale.sc@education.wa.edu.au

Mr Stephen Pountney
Deputy Principal

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Ashdale Secondary College students have recently been
offered the opportunity to participate in the Duke of Edinburgh
Awards with the College becoming accredited to deliver the
Award in mid-2017. The Duke of Edinburgh’s International
Award is the world’s leading achievement award for young
people: bringing together practical experiences and life skills to
create committed global citizens and equipping young people
for life and work.

We are extremely proud to announce that our first student,
K.Italiano, has earned her Bronze Award. Karis demonstrated
diligence to all sections of the Award which includes
components of physical recreation, developing a new skill,
volunteering within the local community as well as an
Adventurous Journey which challenges students physically and
mentally while well out of their comfort zone. We congratulate
Karis on being the College’s first student to achieve the Award
which has been extremely well deserved.

The Award is open to all Ashdale Secondary College students
aged 14 and students can earn WACE points once they have
achieved their Award. Students that are interested in
participating are invited to speak to Mrs Jessie Burke (Student
Services) or Mrs Natasha D’Anna (Workplace Learning) or come
along to IT L1 on Thursday lunchtime where participants can
drop in for guidance and assistance.

Weekly Mathematic Challenge
The Mathematics Department is challenging all students across
the school to answer a puzzling maths question each week.

The first challenge was launched in Week 2, Term 1, 2018
and will be continuing throughout the year. Students are
encouraged to submit their solutions to the maths post box,
located outside the Maths Office.

Each week a lucky winner is picked at random from the
students with the correct answers, and prizes are handed out
in the maths classes.

We extend our congratulations to the first three winners of the
challenge:
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Maths Challenge #1: C.Utting, Year 7
Maths Challenge #2: J.Whiteley, Year 9
Maths Challenge #3: J.Taddei, Year 8

With the number of submissions increasing each week,
students are reminded to make sure their submission slips are
in before Friday lunchtime each week.

All students are to be congratulated for their participation in this
initiative.

Kirti Lalji
Mathematics Teacher

Year 7 STEM Mathematics
Our year 7 STEM maths course follows the
year 7 maths roadmap but we occasionally
make a few detours…

So far we have looked at the “security” of
passwords using variable length passwords
with varying character sets and discovered
that if your password was 8 characters long selected from a
character set size of 95 (the computer keyboard), it would take
you 2103692387 years to try every possible password if you
tested a password every 10 seconds and worked 24 hours a
day …

We have also been looking at recurring
patterns developing strategies to predict a
digit in a particular repeating sequence,
finding that the 132 decimal pace of one
seventh is 7 (we did not actually write the

whole sequence out – maths made it easy for us).

1/7 = 0.142857142857142857…..

We used ideas of modulo arithmetic to solve similar problems.

After a brief diversion into the land of
approximations and boundary values considering
decimal places, powers of 10 (where we
discovered negative values of 10 in a rest-stop)
and significant figures, we are next considering
the fatal consequences (Ancient Greece- style) of
discovering new types of numbers and spilling the beans about
them…

Adam Rains
HOLA – Mathematics

Year 7 Water Corporation Incursion
As part of their geography studies, the Year 7 cohort recently
welcomed the Water Corporation to Ashdale for a presentation.
This presentation centralised around Perth’s water supply and
its sources. The Year 7’s enjoyed the presentation immensely,
particularly the interactive element which allowed each student
to vote in a questionnaire using a clicker provided by the Water
Corporation. The Year 7’s also found the presentation
particularly educational, discovering that half our water comes
from underground and that water can actually be too clean. On
behalf of the Year 7 cohort we would like to thank the Water
Corporation for the enjoyable presentation and for the 4 minute
timers!

Chris Witt
HOLA – Humanities and Social Sciences

STEM CHAMPIONS WORKSHOPS
Tuesday 27th February saw over 200 people come to the
College for our first Mega STEM Champions event.

STEM Champions workshops are designed to engage students
and their families in STEM through providing engaging Science,
Maths, Technology and Engineering based activities for them to
work on together.

For the first time, we held three STEM Champions workshops
on the same evening:

The event was a great success with our Maths workshop
participants learning to use circles to draw squares, Science
participants conducting a range of experiments (with the
favourite of course being slime production!), and the Astronomy
participants using telescopes to get amazing views of craters
on the moon as well as the Orion Nebula, and launching their
own water rockets!

• Scintillating Science for Year 7 & 8 students and their
families

• Marvellous Maths for Cluster primary school Year 4 &
5 students and their families

• Awesome Astronomy for Cluster primary school Year
4 & 5 students and their families
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We look forward to running another three mega STEM
Champions events later on in the year!

Debbie Yates
STEM Coordinator

Humanities & Social Sciences
Hello and welcome to the 2018 school year to all parents,
carers and students; especially those of you who are new to the
Ashdale Secondary College community.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce three new
College staff to the HASS team, Miss Charlotte Milne, Miss Tara
Hill and Mr Corey Davies all join us this year. They have all had a
great first few weeks and are loving getting to know all students
in their classes.

I also want to publicly acknowledge the achievements of the
Year 12 cohort in 2017. The results in Geography, Modern
History, Politics and Law, and Economics were excellent. All
students should be proud of their success and I would like to
thank all teachers for their hard work in preparing the students
to do their very best.

The year has got off to a busy start in the HASS department
with planning for many incursions and excursions well
underway. Our two Mock Law teams are busy preparing for
their first trials on 8 March under the guidance of Miss Wright
and Miss Hill. The Year 9 Canberra Tour, in Week 8 of Term
4, is also at the front of our minds and students have been
asked to complete an expression of interest if they would like
to come along. It really is a wonderful way to make long-lasting
memories, build friendships and bring their classroom studies
to life. If you would like more information on the tour please
contact Miss Wright or Mr Witt and we will be happy to answer
any questions you may have.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me or your child’s teacher if
you would like to discuss the HASS program or classes for the
year ahead. I wish all students the best possible 2018 and all
the HASS staff are looking forward to meeting many of you at
the Parent Teacher night later in Term 1.

Chris Witt
Head of Learning Area – Humanities and Social
Sciences

Cyber Awareness – West Coast Eagles
West Coast Eagles School & Community Coordinator, James
Grabski delivered an important message to our Year 7's on
cyber awareness and resilience.

Cyber Awareness and Resilience – With the increasing use
of social media, cyber bullying is becoming a concern. The

presentation aimed to increase awareness of the impact of this
issue and provide strategies to overcome it. Resilience plays a
big part in being able to overcome certain issues.

James outlined how to stay safe online, identifying cyber
bullying, overcoming it and developing resilience.

This is a valuable presentation and we thank the club’s
community partner, BHP Billiton, who support this program for
schools.

CAVE UPDATE (Careers and Vocational
Education)

In 2018, 451 Ashdale Secondary College students have taken
the opportunity to participate in vocational training courses,
including 25 who are training at external sites. We partner with
Registered Training Organisations to offer the following courses
as part of our Senior School timetable.

• Certificate II Business

• Certificate III Business

• Certificate II Community Services

• Certificate II Creative Industries

• Certificate II Engineering

• Certificate II Hospitality

• Certificate II Information, Digital Media & Technology

• Certificate II Music

• Certificate III Music Industry

• Certificate I Outdoor Education

• Certificate II Outdoor Education

• Certificate III Screen & Media

• Certificate II Sport & Recreation

• Certificate II Sport & Rec - Netball

• Certificate II Sport & Rec – Soccer

• Certificate II Tourism
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Additional VET qualifications are also delivered through the VET
in schools program which is resourced by the State
Government. This involves students attending a TAFE or Private
Training Providers one or two days per week as part of their
normal school program.

Students currently at Ashdale Secondary College are
participating in the following programs:

Year 12 Ball
We are getting excited for the upcoming Year 12 ball on Friday
23 March at Joondalup Resort. Tickets closed on Friday 2
March and we are now finalising the last finishing touches to
this wonderful celebration. We look forward to celebrating with
you.

Northern Perspective 2018
This year we have six students from the graduating class of
2017, exhibit their artworks in the Northern Perspectives. The
exhibition had entries from 14 schools with 53 art pieces on
display.

The artworks on display by our former students’ Gabriela Nad,
Isabella Drew, Ivy Nguyen, Joanne Le, Samuel Hales and
Yasmine Mnahy, were completed as part of the students ATAR
or General Visual Arts course.

Four awards were given on the opening nights and two of
them to our students. Yasmine was a joint recipient of the City

of Wanneroo Resident Encouragement Award for her mixed
media work ‘Women in STEAM’.

The judges commented that ‘…is a highly refined artwork.
The concept and sophisticated use of media and execution is
cohesive, intelligent and mature.’ ‘.. Mnahy’s level of dedication
and research is represented in the many layers of ideas and
aspiration…’

Joanne Le was the sole winner of Overall Encouragement
Award’ for her painting ‘Jungle Asian’. The judges found
Joanne’s work ‘…intelligent and sensitive…and questions your
perceptions through its strong concept and execution’. ‘
…raises poignant questions about the generalisation and terms
used for categorising people, and acts of judgement made
when you view without depth, only seeing the perceived
surface’.

The organisers of the exhibition also commended the high
quality of the works received from Ashdale SC.

I am very proud of all six of the ASC artists and I hope they
continue pursuing this talent in the future.

Mo Iqbal
Art Teacher

Your Health; Common Conditions

School Sores (Impetigo)

Impetigo is an infection of the skin caused by bacteria. It will
usually start with a blister or a group of blisters. The blisters
will often pop, weep and form a crust. Small spots may spread
outwards from the first spot. The spots are usually itchy.

If your child has impetigo they should be checked by a doctor.
The doctor may prescribe antibiotics. You should cover the
sores with watertight dressing and cut the child’s nails to
prevent them from scratching. Impetigo is spread very easily, so
keep the child home until 24 hours after treatment has begun.
Wash hands regularly to prevent spread to others.

Head lice

Tips for preventing head lice

Check your child’s hair regularly for head lice and eggs
(‘nits’). Use a metal fine tooth ‘nit’ comb and plenty of hair
conditioner applied to the dry hair, to make the task easier and
more effective. To help children sit still for this, offer distracting
activities, e.g. play a favourite video, provide games, encourage
reading, offer a head massage

Tie long hair back. Braid long hair and/or put it up if possible.

Consider applying hair gel or mousse. These do not prevent
or repel lice but may help to keep stray hair strands from
contact with other heads.

• Certificate II Automotive Servicing Technology

• Certificate II Building & Construction - Bricklaying

• Certificate II Civil Construction

• Certificate II Conservation and Land Management

• Certificate II Electrotechnology

• Certificate II Engineering -Mechanical Fitter and
Machinist

• Certificate II Plumbing- School Based Pre
Apprenticeship

• Certificate III Population Health

• Certificate II Retail Cosmetics

• Certificate II Trades Carpentry

• Certificate II Warehousing Operations
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Avoid sharing combs or brushes.

Remind your child to avoid head-to-head contact with other
children, e.g. when working at the computer with others, or
when playing, or hugging.

http://www.public.health.wa.gov.au/2/261/2/head_lice_fact_s
heet.pm

Chickenpox

Chickenpox is caused by the Varicella Zoster Virus. In some
children the illness will start with a fever or feeling unwell, but in
others the rash will appear first.

The spots usually start on the chest as red, itchy lumps. These
will become fluid-filled blisters, which will burst and form a crust.

Chickenpox is very contagious and is spread when the person
sneezes or coughs or when someone comes in contact with
the fluid from one the blisters. Your child should have had the
chickenpox vaccination at 18 months of age. Vaccination is
the best way to avoid chickenpox, so make sure that your
child is up-to-date with his or her vaccinations.

If your child does contract chickenpox, keep him or her home
from school for at least five days after the first spots appear,
and until after all blisters are dry. Give your child plenty of fluids
and paracetamol or ibuprofen, if needed. If blisters are in the
mouth, try a soothing mouth wash and don’t give foods high in
acid or salt. Soothing lotions or oils for the bath can help the
itch.

Diagnosis should be confirmed by a doctor as chickenpox is a
notifiable disease (it must be reported). Please make sure the
school is informed if the doctor diagnosis chickenpox.

For more information or see the fact sheet at

http://www.public.health.wa.gov.au/

Marian Hulatt
Community Health Nurse

Overdue Voluntary Contributions &
Compulsory Charges

Voluntary Contributions & Compulsory Charges:

Thank you to families that have made all instalments or are
making regular payment toward students’ contribution and
charges.

It is essential that we collect school voluntary contributions
and compulsory charges from all families to ensure all students
receive an enriched and varied school curriculum.

These charges are a legitimate cost for the supply of texts,
reference materials and other learning resources that would
otherwise have to be purchased by you.

We offer a variety of methods of payment and accept some
budgets can be tight so therefore offer suitable payment plans
so payment can be made over the year. Please contact the
office on 9302 7100 should you require further information on
this option.

Paying Your Account

Direct Deposit

Direct Deposits can be made to the College bank account. It
is VITAL that the student name and VCC is included as the
reference.

A/C Name: Ashdale Secondary College

BSB: 066-040

Account No: 19901762

In Person

Cheque, Cash, EFTPOS and Credit Card payments are all
accepted at the College main administration during office
hours.

Telephone

Credit Card payments can be made by telephone during office
hours.

Jo Pecnik
Manager Corporate Services
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